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Soldiers Field Existing Status
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Soldiers Memorial Field Park

• Several planning efforts have occurred

• Park size is 147 acres

• Golf Course area is over 100 acres

• Existing Park Amenities
• Trails
• Golf
• Tennis
• 2 Ball Diamonds
• Athletic Field
• Playgrounds
• Various Gardens/Memorial
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Master Plan 

Adoption

• Plan was adopted in 2014

• Subcommittee met through 2015 to 

develop priority low cost 

improvements

• Focused on north ½ of the Park

• Implementation plan 2016 - 2021



www.rochestermn.gov/parks

Soldiers Memorial Field Park
Improvements Made

• Winter Skating Added – Track and Rinks

• Event space improvements – Electric, vehicle access

• Track improvements – running and event

• Parking resurfacing

• Closed Gibbs Drive

• Changed Parking times

• Removed West Ball Field

• Tennis Practice resurfaced

• Winter decorations

• Gated access points

• LEM landscaping started.
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Completed Projects From SF Master Plan Since 2015
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Master Plan Engagement
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Grant Contemplated Projects

Several projects are planned at Soldiers Field to address system wide and park specific 

deficiencies.  All of these projects will have positive economic impacts on a variety of areas 

within the community.
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Soldiers Memorial Field Park
Grant Funding

Park Board and Council have goals for being more fiscally sustainable.

• City Council Foundational Principles Strategic Priorities City Vision -
Fiscal Responsibility & Sustainability

• Adopted Park System Plan:

• Trails - 4.2.5. Initiate planning on priority segments to position projects for grant funding. 

• 1.2. Expand & diversify funding sources: Continue to strategically pursue grants
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New aquatic facility which includes a lap 
pool, diving pool, toddler and splash areas.  
A new bathhouse and locker facilities will 

also be included.

Target Projects:

2014 Soldiers Field Master Plan 
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Pedestrian connections to the “Discovery Walk” project which 
currently terminates at 6th Street SW.  The pedestrian connection 
project will continue the walk into Soldiers Field, past the YMCA 
and south to terminate at a Zumbro River overlook or terracing.  
This pedestrian route will contain landscaped natural areas, art, 

and opportunities for informal gathering.

Target Projects:
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Trail connection to 12th Street South: connect roughly 1,500 lineal 
feet of trail from it’s ending at Memorial Parkway SW  along the 

river to the Zumbro South Trail at 12th Street SW/Highway 14.  This 
project takes the final leg of the trail off of the public street and 

creates a direct connection to the larger city-wide trail.  

Target Projects:
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Target Projects:

New Shelter

Inclusive Playground



Concept Master Plan Options
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Soldiers Memorial Field Park
Golf Optimization

On February 7, 2022, the City Council adopted the Resolution Accepting the 
Report from the National Golf Foundation and Approving Further 
Evaluation of the Rochester Municipal Golf System.

The resolution outlines three options:

• Maintain existing complement of courses and develop a strategy to fund the recommended $722,500 
per year to support the Capital Improvement Projects and the appropriate level of annual operating 
support, as well as the cost of additional operations needed (e.g. maintenance staffing, marketing, 
other service level enhancements) to maintain the complement of courses and better preserve the 
value of new investment in an improved system.

• Optimize the Rochester Municipal Golf System by repositioning a course and a) evaluate the 
opportunities and challenges associated with repositioning each, and b) identify high-level future uses 
for each, and c) assess the long-term financial impact associated with maintaining or repositioning 
each.

• Maintain the existing complement of courses with the current level of funding and identify service and 
user experience reductions needed over time.
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NEXT STEPS
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• Concept Plan Alternatives

• Engagement
• Public Open House

• Event Participation – ie Farmer’s Market

• Polco Survey

• Interactive Mapping – Online Comments

• Stakeholder Discussions

• Master Plan Development
• Engagement - Shared with Public & Stakeholders

• Presentations/Approvals
• Park Board 

• City Council

• Golf Engagement – Guided by Council Resolution


